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Connie and

John Harris,
leaving a legacy...

By Ronnie Douglas | Photos by Julissa Ramirez

was always told as a child'you know a good person by the feeling
you get when you meet them. Well if that's true. and | believe it is,
then the Harris' are about as good as they come. | originally got an
email from John and he wanted to brag a bit on Connie, so | told him ua
h‘copi&y come outto the house and hear their story. and I'm glad | did.
od residence | instanily felt as If 1 were

1 at Vg
anding ovtgu,’le ol a \tmy' ook home, something you may see in a
fairytale where a nic night live. The whole street had a
feeltoitthat “ﬂade mef cel safe. as if [d taken a step back in time to my

at a T’a mily home for Thanksgiving,

childhood when I m
cl at the door to welcome us in

Just then, a kind ook

John had'a smile ©

m ""“O \‘/QL’\’)‘“ ng anc as




John, who is 78 now and only a year older than Connie,
was actually ross the street from where the couple
live now /U0 and has lived in Gatewood, more or
less, his whole f'—:— zside from a stint in the military an
was not shy how it looks the same. He QtaLed

“lt's been watch the plaza build, | saw a once
vibrant, v community go info total disrepair and
then coms i

Hfe ' The two have lived in this home
t ¢ht the house with no money
i hadhfriends like that! The

since 1974 2
down from a frie
story continued t

| have alwavs worked from the time | first had a paper

route when | was 12" John says. "After college | owned
Oklahoma Mattress Company until i sold out in 1681 and
was a smiall time con r retirement in about

5 made enough for
when our youngest
Vsked my wite. Connie
didn't have much
“You mean like

20006, | always worked and a
the family to be comfortable

starfed in school full time.
Harris, what she was going to do, She
confidence in her abilities then and said,
work for TGRY." She started making arts and crafts, not
the least of which was an old word Santa, and selling
them through a consignment shop. She did really well”
John explained

QO

From her centacts with the crafts indusiry. she and
7 others in similar businesses, realizing there was no
venue in Ok‘ta‘bora City for local artisans. started an

arts and crafts show called "An Affair of the Heart”
The show started at the Oklahoma City Fairgrounds

in the Arts and Crafts Building with 67 demcw and
the show was not full until the 11th hour It made &
iittle money, and because there was ‘“O” a loss, they
decided to do another one and it sold out quickly and
made a little more money. John told me he couldn't
see at the time how this would make any money. He
stated, "Connie's a brilliant business woman." He then
laughed and said how wrong he realized he was
"One show, early on, | stood next to Gale Bowling.
a founding partner. and pointed to the International
Building. now the Pavilion, and said."One day maybe
you will be in that building.” John said. then Gayle
said,'One day we will be in all these buildings.” F didn't
say anything, but thought she was, to say the least,
optimistic. Encouraged by their "'success’ the 8 ladies
continued to do shows, expanding o two a year in
Oklahoma City. and eventually into Tulsa with two
shows there. Experiments with other cities included
San Antonio. Louisville, and Conway. AR." said Jechn
Gayle was rignt. It filled the fairgrounds
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